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T01—T7120 (441) Board of review.

TL20(1) Membership,

o Oeevpoation of inembers. One member of the county board of review must be actively engaged
in farming as that member’s primary occupation, However, it is not necessary for a beard of review to
have as a member one licensed real estale broker and ene registered architect or person experienced in
the building and construction field if the person cannot be located after s good faith effort to do so has
been made by the conference board {1966 0.AG. 416). In determining cligibility for membership on
a board of review, a retired person is not considored to be employed in the otcupation pursued prior to
retirement, unless that person remzins in reasonable contact with the former aceupation, including some
participation in matiers associated with that occupation,

b Residency of members. A person must be o resident of the assessor jurisdiction served to
gqualify for appeintment as a member of the board of review. However, a member changing assessing
jurisdiction residency after appointment to the board may continuc o serve on the board until the
member’s curment term of office expires,

¢ Term of affice. The term of office of members of boards of review shall be for six years and
shall be staggered as provided in Towa Code section 44131 In the event of the death, resignatien, or
remaval from office of o member of'a board of review, the conference board or city council shall appoint
a SuCCessar 1o serve the unexpired term of the previous ncumbent,

d Membership on other boards. A member of 2 board of review shall not at the same time serve
on either the conference board or the examining board, or be an cmployee of the assessor’s office (1948
C.A.G. 120, 1960 O.A.G, 226).

e Number of members. A conference board or city council may at any time change the
composition of a board of review to either three or five members. To reduce membership from five
members to three members, the conference board or eity council shall not appoint successars to fill the
next two vacancies which eccur (1970 O.A.G. 342). To increase membership from three members to
five members, the conference board or city council shall appoint two additicnal members whose initial
terms shall expire at such imes so that no iwo board members® terms expire ot the end of the same
year Alse, the conference board or city council may increase the membership of the board of review
by an additional two members if it determines that a large number of protests warrant the emergency
appointments. Ifthe board of review ias ten members, not more than four additional members may be
appointed by the conference bonrd. The terms of the emergency members will not exceed two years.

£ Removel from office. A member of a board of review may be removed from office by the
conference board or city council but anly afier specific charges have been filed by fhe conference board
or ity council.

& Appointment of members. Members of a county board of review shall be appolnted by the
county conference board, Members of a city board of review shall be appointed by the city conference
beard in cities with an assesser or by the city council in cities without an assessor. A city without an
assegsor can only have a board of review if the populatien of the city is 75,000 or more, A city with a
pepulation of mere than 125,000 may appoint a eity board of review or request the county conference
beard to appoint & ten-member county beard of review.

71.20(2) Sessions of boards of review.

2. Jtis mandatory that 2 board of review convene on May | and adjourn no Inter than May 31 of
cach year. However, if cither date falls on 2 Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the board of review shall
convene or adjourn on the following Monday.

5. Extended session. Ifa board of review determines it will be unable to complete its work by
May 31, it may requost that the dircctor of revenue extend its session up to July 15, The request must be
signed by a majority of the membership of the bourd of review and must contain the reasons the board
of review cannot complete s work by May 31. During the exiended session, a board of review may
perform the same functions as during its regular session unless specifically limited by the direetor of
revenue.
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¢ Special session, If 3 bourd of review is reconvened by the director of revenue pursuant to
lowa Code section 421.17, the board of review shall perform these functions specified in the order of
the direetor of revenue and shal! perform ne other functions.

T120(3) Actions initiated by boards of review.

u. Iernal equalization of assessiments. A board of review in reassessment years as provided in
Towa Cade seclion 428.,4 has the power to equalize individual assessments as established by the assessor,
but cannet make percentage adjustments in the aggregate valuations of classes of property (1966 0.A.G.
416). In nonreassessment years, 3 board of review can adjust the valuation of an entire closs of property
by adjusting all assessment by 2 uniform percentage. Nothing contained in this rule shall restrict the
director from exercising the respensibilitics set forth in Jowa Code section 421.17.

b Cwmitied asscssments. A board of review may assess [or taxation any property which was not
assessed by the assessor, ineluding proparty which the assessor determines erronecusly is not subject to
taxation by virtue of enjoying an exempt status (Tallay v. Brown, 146 Town 360,125 NJW. 248 (1910)).

¢ Netice to taxpayers, 1T the value of any property is increased by a board of review or a board
of review assesses property not previously assessed by the assessor, the person to whem the property
is assessed shall be notified by regular mail of the board’s actien. The notification shal] state that the
laxpaycr may protest the action by fling a wrilten prolest with the board ofreview within five days of the
date of the notice. After at least five days have passed since netifying, the taxpayer, the board of review
shall meet to take final action on the mater, including the considerndon of any protest fled, Howaver, if
the valuations of all properties within a class of property are raised or lowerad by a unitorm percentage in
B AGRreassesInEnt year, notice to taxpayers need be provided only by newspaper publication as deseribed
in Towa Coda section 441.35.

T120(4) Appeals to boards of review.

& A board of review may act only upon written protests which have been filed with the board of
revigw between April 16 and May 5, inclusive. In the event May 5 falls on 2 Saturdoy or Sunday, protasts
filed the following Monday shall be considered to have been timely filed. Protests postmarked by May
5 or the following Monday if May 5 falls on a Saturday or Sunday shall also be censidered to have bean
timely filed. All protests must be in wriling and signed by the Iaxpayer or the laxpayer’s authotized agent.
A written request for an oral hearing must be made at the time of filing the protest and may be made
by checking the appropriate box on the form prescribed by the department of revenue, Protests may be
filed for previous years if the tmxpayer dissovers that o mathematical or clerical error was mnde in the
assessment, provided the taxes have not been fully paid or otherwise legally discharged. The protester
may combine on one form assessment protests on parcels separately assessed if the same prounds are
relied upon as the basis for protesting cach separate assessment. I an oral hearing is requested an mare
than one of the protests, the person making the combined protests may request that the oral hearings
be held consceutively. A board of review may allow protests to be filed in clectronic format. Protests
trunsmitted electronically are subject to the same deadlines as written protests.

& Grounds for protest. Taxpayers may protest to a board of review on one or more ofthe prounds
specified in Jown Code section 441 37. The grounds for protest and procedures for considering protests
are as follows:

(1) The assessment is not equitable when compared with those of similar properties in the same
assessing distriet. 1f this ground is a busis Tor the protest, the protest must contain the legal descriptions
and assessments of the comparable properties. The comparable properties selected by the taxpayer must
e located within the same assessing district a5 the property for which the protest has been filed (Mayiag
Co. v. Partridge, 210 N.W.2d 584 (lowa 1973)). In considering a protest based upon this ground, the
board of review should examine carefully all information used to determine the assessment of the subject
property and the comparable properties and determine that those properties are indeed comparable to the
subject property. It is the respensibility of the taxpayer to establish that the other properties submitted
are comparable to the subject property and that inequalities exist in the assessments (Cliicago & N. IV,
Ry Co. v Jowa Siate Tex Comumission, 257 lowa 1359,137 N.W.2d 246(1965)).
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